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Abstract

The means of prevention and treatment of diseases have been rudimentary. At the
time, either phytotherapy or the incision of buboes was used to treat illnesses. Apart from
natural factors, including famine and drought, poverty and social injustices have
worsened the situation. Hence the Revolution of Ali Ben Ghedhahem in 1864 following
the doubling of taxes. The social situation was tense and deteriorated further with the
epidemics, which found favorable grounds for spreading in deprived areas of sanitation
and hygiene.
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Under the French protectorate, the health infrastructure improved and was
relatively generalized throughout the territory. But the best equipped health
establishments are concentrated in Tunis and the coastal regions, which has prevented
regional disparities. This problem between the center and the peripheries persisted until
the outbreak of the Revolution of December 10 - January 14.

What are the main epidemics that have ravaged the country? And how have the
institutions reacted to them?
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Abstract

All human societies are composed of social, economic and cultural pyramides,
each one contains a center and a certain margin meaning following different patterns of
integration in the sociatal pattern as a whole. Today in Tunisia and despite all the
paradigm shifts in daily behaviour of social classes caused by the pandemic. In a nutshell,
this difference in degrees of integration through different challenges that these vulnerable
and marganalized categories of the society go through. This article presents a general
overview describing some of the characteristics that compose human kind, and their
effects in marginalized catehoried especially during phases of environmental
disfunctions, namely these moments where society faces serious challenges that impose

total cooperation between all categories.
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Abstract

Tunisian law has long been devoted to social and economic disparities. Although
the Tunisian legislature has adopted laws guaranteeing the rights of certain groups after
the revolution, the gap remains and social stratification is still enshrined in most legal
texts especially those related to the fiscal system, the law of public function, the laws
regulating private sector and social security etc. In this research paper, we will be
analyzing how the international and national sanitary crisis deepened these disparities and
caused economic and social inequality to different groups of society. This is clear in the
adopted laws as exceptional measures which we will analyze and show their direct and

indirect impacts on the different categories of the society.
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 OCDE (2018), "Btudes économiques de I’OCDE : Tunisie 2018", Editions OCDE, Paris, p 12 :"De fortes inégalités
subsistent sur le marché du travail. Le taux de chdmage est élevé surtout pour les jeunes dipldmés, le travail informel
est répandu et de nombreux tunisiens ont des conditions de travail précaires. Les disparités hommes-femmes sont moins
importantes que dans les autres pays MENA mais le taux d’emploi est bien plus faible pour les femmes que pour les
hommes et les femmes occupent souvent des emplois moins qualifiés. De larges disparités régionales existent en termes
de niveau de vie et d’emploi. Une nouvelle politique de développement régional pour valoriser"

80 Maarouf, " Tunisie — Covid-19 : La distribution des aides sociales tourne au désastre", webmangercenter, 2020,
https://www.webmanagercenter.com/2020/04/05/447491/tunisie-covid-19-la-distribution-des-aides-sociales-tourne-
au-desastre/
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Abstract

In this paper, we will explore the impacts of Coronavirus crisis on the official
political speech in Tunisia through the analysis of the speech of the president Kais Said
and the way he dealt with the pandemic. The goal behind choosing this approach is to
investigate the extent to which the official speech goes in harmony with the social and
economic rights of Tunisian citizens in terms of medication and food. Then, we will
explore the impacts of this speech on the most vulnerable people and the attention given
by the official government to these social categories in the context of particular
circumstances imposed by Covid-19 and to see whether they were considered by the
decision-makers as part of special measures and procedures taken. In fact, we opted for
the segmentation of the president rhetorical performance as it represents an adequate
material to be displayed, analysed, and criticized both qualitatively and guantitative. To
do so, the rhetorical performance is to be investigated from linguistic and communicative
standpoints. The analysis of the president's rhetorical performance about Coronavirus and
the social and economic counter-measures against Covid-19 require the analysis of the
context of this speech: its basics, the encoded meaning, the explicit messages and their
implications. This can't be achieved unless we analyze the metaphors that conveyed the
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meaning intended by this rhetorical performance and that will consequently reveal the
nature of social and political approaches adapted by the president Kais Said.
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Abstract

The revolution paths have not changed the situation of women workers in the
agriculture sector radically. Rather, we believe that it has brought to light all the historical
and symbolic conditions that charactherize it and describe the work system of this social
group on farms, it pushed their cause into discussion tables and placed in the form of
protest literature and the sociological of the collective action in Tunisia, and we are
studying the situation of this hard workers in a context dominated by Covid-19 virus.
Trying to reveal the structure of domination praticed on them and the effects of quarantine
in their relationships with their family surroungings and their position in government
policies. We are interested in examining the role of the patriarchal and masculine
domination in the persecution of female agricultural workers as well as the soclogical,
class and psychlogical effects of such persecution especially in a current period of tension
due to coronavirus. Armed with some theoretical gains of gender studies and masculinity
studies to follow up on previous efforts but from a different perspective.
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Abstract:

Social & economic problems return usually to show up with every crisis to
highlight the real cracks that exist hiddenly in our social building. In fact, those cracks
are not hidden but ignored till the crisis come to bubble them. The aimed purpose of this
study is to highlight the life conditions of construction workers andbuilders before and
during the epidemic “covid-19”. Moreover, the governmental’s actions will be discussed
in term of impact and effectiveness. Precisely, an social analysis is presented in this paper
basing on direct interviews that have been handled using secological and ethnographical
tools and methods.
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Abstract:

The Tunisian government insists on the fact that the Covid epidemic is the same
everywhere and that we bear the same responsibility and have the same strategies to defeat
it. However, the situation is different; this virus is not the same everywhere. Therefore,
claiming that it is the same everywhere is a huge mistake. Social inequalities in Tunisia
have been prolonging a public dispute lately. Poor people and citizens with low incomes
and small wages will be affected by the Covid more than others. And the problem is that
we lack means and tools of protection and not everyone can afford to buy a mask.

In Tunisia, cleaning staff and workers are the ones that participated in fighting the Covid
epidemic as they work hard in hospitals and medical institutions. They were at risk of
catching the virus because of the nature of their job. In this research field, these are
extracts from the Tunisian Forum of the Economic and Social Rights.

This research aims at comprehending the effects of the pandemic on middle class and
poor workers and social groups. And to study profoundly the situation of cleaning staff
and workers during their shifts at hospitals in this exceptional moment of history.
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Abstract

The pandemic caused by the Corona virus is not a problem as much as it highlights
problems caused by the neoliberal systems. Since the 80s governments abandoned their
social roles slowly, the problems of large sectors that present necessities to societies
aggravated more and more, the public health sector is one of the most damaged sectors.
Precisely, it is the bad public health infrastructure that lead a country like Tunisia to go
directly under lockdown in a very short time span, in efforts to avoid a catastrophic
situation that authorities knew for sure that they could not outstand any delays. The
lockdown however was the origin of more social and economic problems that the most
fragile workers like those who work in coffee-shops and bars suffered as they remained
out of any procedures took by the authorities. We try to study their situations using
different sociological portraits of these workers.
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Abstract

Tunisia, like all other countries around the world, was subjected to an epidemic invasion,
covid 19, which terrified all mankind and claimed the lives of thousands everywhere , not
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only this, but it has also changed the political and economic map of the world. On the
surface, Tunisia appears to have completely triumphed over this pandemic, a victory that
the world is witnessing, as a result of the proactive government measures and the
heightened vigilance of its officials. Yet the scenes say the opposite, mainly on the health
level that we tried to focus on in this article, and we even tried to highlight the reality of
public health in Tunisia before the pandemic . We described our daily reality, where we
work in a remote local hospital before the epidemic of Corona and during it . We
described the miserable reality of our work in conditions that are, to say the least, war
conditions and then we analyzed the stark contrast between this field reality and the
alleged government measures. We have also tried to describe our direct relationship as a
doctor with the epidemiological context in all its daily details, and how this epidemic at
one point transformed from an alleged health disaster into a government pretext to cover
a lot of shortcomings and breaches within the country, not only health ones , but also
political, economic and social as well. We also questioned even the real existence of this
epidemic, particularly in Tunisia, and we tried to expose the health side complications of
the quarantine and the true situation of health services and the real conditions of hospitals,
patients and medical and paramedical staff very far from the camera lenses and media
propaganda, citing some statistics from here and there and some field facts as well, or
documents related to our work in general. We finally concluded that, even though we had
really avoided the most horrific scenario, it was not due to government measures but
rather the result of other reasons, we know about some for the time being and we will
discover others in the future, focusing mainly on something essential, namely, that public
health in Tunisia, in all cases, is not just in a crisis, but is in the process of collapse if it is
not taken seriously as a strategic and vital sector that must be quickly saved as a top
political priority.
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« Presque tous les hommes meurent de leurs
remedes et non pas de leurs maladies. »
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Abstract

In this paper, we aim to analyze the reality of the private sector’s labour conflicts
in the lockdown period. In a context where social categories are in struggle to share the
non-production cost imposed by the requisites of containing the pandemic, unprecedented
effects reach the life conditions of those who have nothing but their workforce to
guarantee their livelihood. This text aims to explore these effects, but doesn’t ignore the
resistance strategies and modes of collective action that are being reconfigured on the
lights of the circumstantial constraints that leads to suppose, a priori, an inexistence of
organization conditions and thus an impossibility of the revendicative and protest action.
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The analyze seizes also the social question’s processes of politicization in times of
lockdown, which are subject to a “division of the political work™” between different
engaged actors that intervene, not only in the “publicization” of labour conflicts, but also
in their politicization by integrating them in a political debate on the whole economic
model. Thus, this paper aims to draw the social question’s zones of politicization during
the lockdown period, and that we seize thanks to an interactionist method.
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Abstract :

Given the difficult situation of social, economic and political fragility that Tunisia has
gone through and is still going through in a context where migration policies remain
arbitrary for underdeveloped countries, considering immigration as a privilege and not as
a right. But, the striking paradox is that Europe and especially Italy have lived through a
tragic situation following the pandemic, where many human lives have been lost and
enormous economic losses have been incurred. But, despite global epidemiological data,
the death boats leaving from Tunisia to Italy did not stop at a time when the Tunisian
country was less damaged compared to European countries in terms of the number of
cases of contamination, of deaths and the rate of contagion. On the basis of the above,
this analytical article attempts to understand the migratory logic of the “Harragas” and to
research the factors of attraction and expulsion during and after the pandemic.
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Abstract:

This article is an attempt at comprehending and dismantling the phenomenon of violence
against women in public and private spaces as well as cyberspaces during the Covid-19-
induced quarantine. We offer an intersectional, gender-oriented reading that tackles
cultural, historical and present-day motives, and founds itself upon philosophical
frameworks.
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“’Ce que le spectacle donne comme perpétuel est fondé sur
le changement, et doit changer avec sa base’’

Guy Debord
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324 « Le corps implique mortalité, vulnérabilité et puissance et puissance d’agir : la peau et la chair nous exposent

autant au regard de I’autre qu’au contact et a la violence » Défaire le genre, Judith Butler, traduit par Maxime
Cervuelle, Ed. Amsterdam, 2016, p34.
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327 « Le devenir genré est toujours un devenir pour les autres » Défaire le genre, Judith Butler, traduit par Maxime
Cervuelle, Ed. Amsterdam, 2016, p 40.
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330 Surveiller et punir, Michel Foucault, Paris, Gallimard, 1975, chapitre I, le panoptisme, pp197-198.

331 « Cet espace clos, découpé, surveillé en tous ses points, ol les individus sont insérés en une place fixe, ou les
moindres mouvements sont contr6lés, ou tous les événements sont enregistrés, ou un travail ininterrompu d'écriture
relie le centre et la périphérie, ou le pouvoir s'exerce sans partage, selon une figure hiérarchique continue, ot chaque
individu est constamment repéré, examiné et distribué entre les vivants, les malades et les morts — tout cela constitue
un modele compact du dispositif disciplinaire » Ibid., p199.

332« « Genre » en tant que substitut pour ’femmes’” est également utilisé pour suggérer pour que 1’information au
sujet des femmes est nécessairement information sur les hommes, que 1’un implique 1’étude de ’autre » Genre une
catégorie d’analyse historique, Joan Scott, trad. Elénie Varikas, les cahiers du GIf, p129.

333La violence fondée sur le genre dans I’espace public en Tunisie, publication du CREDIF 2016, pp69-71.
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335 « La socialisation sexuée crée donc des différences entre les individus. Mais il y a plus : tout comme la socialisation
de classe, elle crée des inégalités (...) dans le monde du travail ou la sphére publique (...) et dans la vie privée » la
socialisation, Muriel Damon, éd. Armand Colin 2013, p42.

336 \/oir : Pierre Bourdieu, La Domination masculine, Paris, Le Seuil, 1998.

337 « La performativité doit étre comprise, non pas comme un “acte” singulier ou délibéré, mais plutdt comme la
pratique réitérative et citationnelle par laquelle le discours produit les effets qu’il nomme » Judith Butler, Bodies that
Matter. On the Discursive Limits of « Sex », New York, Routledge, 1993, p. 2.
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338 « Trop de femmes de couleur sont en effet écrasées par la pauvreté, les responsabilités parentales, le manque de
compétences professionnelles. Ces handicaps, largement déterminés par 1’oppression de classe et de genre, sont encore
aggraveés par la discrimination raciale en matiére d’emploi et de logement a laquelle les femmes de couleur doivent
souvent faire face » Kimberlé Crenshaw, Cartographies des marges : intersectionnalité, politique de I’identité et
violences contre les femmes de couleur, I’Harmattan, cahiers du Genre, p55.
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340« « Guérir », cela veut dire pour les malades réels se débarrasser du virus, et pour les autres ne plus étre soumis a
1’auscultation de soi et de ses proches. Mais le désir de guérison va beaucoup plus loin. » DERAISON DE GUERIR,
Michaél Feessel et Camille Riquier, Revue ESPRIT, 5/2020, p45.

341 G, Canguilhem, Etudes d’histoire et de philosophie des sciences concernant les vivants et la vie,

Paris, Vrin, 1983, p. 399.

342 « Il est vrai a la fois que le monde est ce que nous voyons et que, pourtant, il nous faut apprendre a le voir » Maurice
Merleau-Ponty, le visible et I’invisible, Paris, Gallimard, 1964, p 18.
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344 « Les sciences humaines en effet s’adressent 4 ’homme dans la mesure ou il vit, ou il parle, ou il produit. C’est
comme étre vivant qu’il croit, qu’il a des fonctions et des besoins, qu’il voit s’ouvrir un espace dont il noue en lui-
méme les coordonnées mobiles ; d’une fagon générale, son existence corporelle I’entrecroise de part en part avec le
vivant ; produisant des objets, de outils, é&changeant ce dont il a besoin , organisant tout un réseau de circulation, au
long duquel court ce qu’il peut consommer et ou lui-méme se trouve défini comme un relais, il apparait en son existence
immédiatement enchevétré aux autres, enfin parce qu’il a un langage, il peut se constituer tout un univers symbolique,
a I’intérieur duquel il a rapport a son passé , aux choses, a autrui, a partir duquel il peut également batir quelque chose
comme un savoir » les mots et les choses, Michel Foucault, Paris, Gallimard,1966, p 362.
345 « Les représentations du public et du privé qui ne correspondent plus a une frontiére bien établie entre privé et
public, entre le domaine privé et ’agora » Métamorphose de 1’espace public, Olivier Mongin, revue EPRIT, 2012/11
novembre, p74.
346 « Le pluriel correspond a I’espace public qui offre au public une « commune visibilité », celle des rues, des places,
des lieux et des monuments qui font émerger un espace commun ; le singulier renvoie a 1"« espace public politique »
qui est indissociable de dispositifs, de procédures ou de lieux tangibles favorisant le débat public » Ibid., p73.
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347 \oir : Théorie de ’agir communicationnelle, Jiirgen Habermas, tome I, Rationalité de I'agir et rationalisation de la
société, Jean-Marc Ferry (Trad.) Paris, Fayard, 1987

348 «Par sa nature méme, la police du XVllle siécle se voit elle-méme comme une instance de quadrillage, de découpage
de I’espace dans lequel on pourra contréler les populations. Elle doit occuper le terrain, enserrer la population dans un
filet le plus fin possible. On est 13, sur le plan du discours au moins, exactement dans ce qu’expliquait Michel Foucault,
avec Iutilisation de I’espace dans les processus disciplinaires. » La territorialisation policiére dans les villes au XVllle
siécle, Catherine Denys, Revue d’histoire moderne et contemporaine, N°1, Jan-Mar 2003, pp 14-15.

349 « La norme n’est pas universelle. Elle n’est pas naturelle non plus. Elle est le fruit d’une construction culturelle,
d’interactions et de négociation dans un contexte donné » Sous les pavés le genre, Caroline Dayer, I’ Aube, 2014, p 16.
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353 MITNICK, KEVIN D, & Simon, William L, (2015), THE ART OF DECEPTION Controlling the Human Element
of Security, Foreword by Steve Wozniak.
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Abstract:

It is conceivable that humanity has been waiting for this pandemic Covid-19 to
express what happened from tragic mutations in order to setfree from
propagandaandalsoto find out what happened to the collective minds. Disastrous times
bring out the worst of people and societies and bring to the surface the

finest too. Societies recovered fromone crisis to another while they were expecting
social welfare and world peace. They bragged constantly aboutovercoming religious
wars, world wars, typhus, genocides, and ideological conflicts. They believed that the
acquisition of technology in a superior globalizedworld would banish these conquests.

Several analysts consider that the policies and programs of governments adopted
to cope with covid-19 have greatly differed from oneanother. The variation can beused
as a tool to analyze and disentangle these latest social phenomena. However, that does
not mean it can unravel its daily struggles without a proper understanding of societies,the
pattern of governmental decisions along with national and international research
laboratories. Covid-19 has made an impact on individuals and on their standards of living,
which resulted in what is called‘after covid-19°. The reality of marginalization in the hood
of Tunis that will remain long after recovering from the coronavirus creating an uncertain
and unsafe future.
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« L’expression vivante de la nation c’est la conscience en mouvement de
I’ensemble de peuple »

Frantz Fanon, les damnes de la terre
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369 1y Guy Debord, La société du spectacle, Les Editions Buchet- Chastel, Paris, 1967.

370 Noam Chomsky écrit-il : « [...] la terminologie a changé dans ce domaine au cours de la Seconde Guerre mondiale,
avant laquelle le terme de propagande était assez ouvertement et librement utilisé pour évoquer le controle de 1’"esprit
public". Par la faute de Hitler, le terme finit par avoir d’assez malheureuses connotations, et on s’est décidé finalement
a I’abandonner. De nos jours, on utilise d’autres termes, mais quand on lit les travaux de sciences sociales et les écrits
produits par I’industrie des relations publiques des années 1920 et 1930, on constate que leurs auteurs qualifient ce
qu’ils font de "propagande". » (« Propagande & contrdle de I’esprit public », Agone, no 34, 2004, p. 39.)

371 « la création du consentement n'est pas un art nouveau. Il est trés ancien et était supposé disparaitre avec l'apparition
de la démocratie. Mais ce n'est pas le cas. La technique de cet art a, en fait, été énormément améliorée, parce qu'elle est
a présent basée sur I'analyse plutot que sur des régles approximatives. Ainsi, grace aux résultats de la recherche en
psychologie, associés aux moyens de communication modernes, la pratique de la démocratie a effectué un tournant.
Une révolution est en train de prendre place, infiniment plus significative que tout déplacement du pouvoir économique.
» Public Opinion (1922), Walter Lippmann, éd. Free Press, 1965 (ISBN 978-9562916134), partie V, chap. XV, 4, p.
158
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