
- To declare excellence with respect to that society that submits to this bitter reality
- To defend that society or to die for the good of that society
- Either a depressive death and therefore carries the meaning of surrender and can be 
impulsive in nature by taking two forms of death or punitive or revenge.

Suicide can be seen as a warning signal for political and social institutions in Tunisia, 
expressing the existence of problems and deficiencies as well as a wide gap revealing 
the inability of social institutions to meet the needs of individuals and expressing the 
discriminatory act perpetrated by these institutions since they allow some to meet 
their needs and deprive others of those same needs. This allows us to understand that 
there is a gap in institutional engagement and that it reflects the problems 
encountered in terms of its objectives, functions, organizations and vision. This social 
phenomenon, suicide, comes from the disintegration of these social institutions 
which, at the same time, despite this destruction and powerlessness, try to place 
individuals under their domination and dependence. This phenomenon of suicide is 
strongly highlighted in times of severe economic crisis. Institutional societal control is 
no longer able to direct individual behavior and there is a sudden rearrangement of the 
social hierarchy. People move in an economic situation inferior to their previous 
situation and lose their gains or the other way around, namely, a sudden increase in 
power and wealth, upsetting the social hierarchy and upsetting it since no one knows 
what is possible and what are the demands realized and not realized and reveals a 
painful and critical approach among individuals that is suicide.
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Suicides of three people over 60 years of age and 9 
children under 15 years of age have also been recorded 
in the last three months. In the order of governorates 
according to the cases and suicide attempts observed, 
Kairouan comes first with 11 cases, then Kasserine with 
7 cases, then in parallel Sousse, Monastir, Jendouba, 
Bizerte and Sidi Bouzid with 4 cases.



cases of violence

56%44%

Individual  
violence

Collective
violence

Violence

The observation results reveal that the last three months have not been an exception 
to the general pattern of violence, which is common to almost everyone at the same 
level. As in the distribution of recorded violence, we note that the proportion of 
violence in its collective form is often in the order of 60%. On the other hand, violence 
in the form of individual violence maintains the proportion of 40% of the monthly 
recorded. 
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The proportion of violence perpetrated by 
men is much higher than that of women or 
mixed and often occurs in public spaces such 
as recreational spaces, on roads or even in 
virtual spaces. The proportion of different 
forms of violence has increased, particularly 
that related to impulsivity, and here we take 
as an example what happened in the city of El 
Matweya when a stranger attacked the car of 
a member of ATIDE in Gabes, deliberately 
puncturing both wheels with a knife or the 
example of criminal violence in Kairouan, 
when a person hit a student during a robbery 
with a razor blade on the neck causing him a 
deep wound in the course of his school. Not 
to mention what happened in El Yasminette, 
governorate of Ben Arous, when a 
five-year-old girl was brutally raped by 
individuals aged 13 to 15.
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Intensity of violence by space 

Violence is a social phenomenon linked to several individual cultural factors and to the 
process of socialization where the social environment greatly influences the 
emergence of this phenomenon. The result is patterns of behavior imposed on 
individuals and "manifested in different forms in human societies: the form of crime 
and delinquency (emotional, political...), State violence (repression, torture, 
segregation) and its most common form, such as quarrels and conflicts between 
individuals and hidden acts of violence (domestic violence, rape, child abuse). 

"Each society is as violent as force is not the object of systematic and legitimate 
practices" as a result of moments of institutional change confronted with the practices 
of individuals and groups claiming the protection of their acquired rights or enshrining 
their new rights and objectives through organized violence within groups and 
exercised over these institutions. These social practices spread, on the one hand, 
when there is loss of control or consciousness in some individuals or in incomplete 
societal groups, it can be described as irrational behavior and, on the other hand, a 
source of authority that can transmit the weakest to the will of those who threaten 
them and constitutes in a first state an explosion with regressive effect.
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Monitoring during this third quarter of 2019 made it possible to highlight the 
phenomenon of verbal violence, in particular violence by word of mouth, which 
represents a moral inconvenience and harassment of people. In addition, collective 
violence dominates individual violence.
The figures indicate that the family space, the household, is the setting that has 
experienced the greatest number of acts of violence of all kinds, monopolizing 45% of 
the acts of violence observed in July, 30% of the acts of violence recorded in August 
and 25% of the acts of violence recorded in September. The increase in educational 
violence, which coincides with the return to school and the beginning of the school 
year, was around 7.5% during the month of September.

Violence is a violation of existing legal and ethical norms and a violation of the idea of 
social order. It expresses a social anomie, a violation of norms and is sometimes 
associated with the growing individualism of our society linked to weak social ties and 
the inability to integrate socially leading to segregation, linked to the problem of 
domination and exercised when Man is deprived of humanity. Many people insist on 
practicing it through extortion, which is usually the most physically powerful person's 
own in order to break the resistance of his opponents, leading to hostile relations and 
great chaos and contributing to the dissolution of society.



Violence by governorate 
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The governorates and districts of Greater 
Tunis have had the highest rate of violence 
in the past three months, with only 23% of 
cases recorded in July, August and 
September.

The governorates of Kairouan and Kasserine 
are in second place, with proportions that 
sometimes rise and sometimes fall. For 
example, in August, the governorate of 
Kairouan recorded 16.67% of the recorded 
violence, while in September the rate was 
about 7.35%.

In addition, the rate of violence recorded in 
Kasserine during the month of August was 
around 1.67%, increasing during September 
to 10.29%. The governorate of Sousse also 
has a relatively high level of violence, with 
13.24% of the violence recorded in 
September compared to 10% of the 
violence recorded in August, whereas it was 
20% in July.

The cases of violence reported by the 
Tunisian Social Observatory team include 
the various governorates of the Republic 
and the recorded events are often the 
subject of debate among national and local 
public opinion, particularly if they are 
associated with heinous crimes, domestic 
violence, violence against children or sexual 
violence.



Conclusion

What can be retained during this third quarter of 2019 are these new forms of 
protest through electoral behavior punishing the political class as a 
movement of escalation and democratic protest reflecting the political 
violence exercised by political actors of the Tunisian state on these 
marginalized groups of political action and development. This can lead in the 
coming period to a widespread revolt, which particularly affects many groups 
in society, especially if the statements of the new political actors who will be 
elected are bankrupt and the possibility that their programs will not involve 
the social needs of marginalized groups will be a trigger for the burning 
spaces that will not shrink from the completion of social and political change 
in order to wrest economic and social rights from them.
The context of this third quarter of 2019 was characterized, in particular, by 
the continuity of the thirst crisis and infrastructure, health, education, 
transport and agriculture, in which the administrative, social and health 
sector emerged through collective forms of protest. This quarter has been full 
of suicides and violence, which has resulted in a real disintegration of the 
institutions of society and its inability to contain the Tunisian citizen by 
expressing its inability to find radical solutions to this social reality because of 
the solutions postponed or invested through the race of the electoral stages.


