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A summary of the workshop's memorandum: « For a Tunisian Migration
Policy, more Inclusive and more Respectful of Human Rights »
Tunis - June 26th, 27th. 2018

The workshop was co-organized by the Tunisian Forum for Economic and
Social Rights and the Research Laboratory “History of the Mediterranean
economies and societies™ and financed by the Rosa Luxemburg foundation.
The meeting had multiple objectives: bring together representatives, associa-
tive activists and scholars to elaborate recommendations and concrete
action plans to enhance the defense of migrants’ rights; present the Morro-
can experience related to the massive regularization of immigrants (the 2014
and 2016 campaigns) and set in place methods and mechanisms for the
activists defending migrants’ rights in Tunisia.

The workshop covered the following themes: The right to leave its own
territory and residence, protecting minor migrants (children, teens,
unaccompanied minors or with their families), Protecting women migrants,
the right to decent working conditions, freedom of association and union
freedom, the right to family reunification, the national mechanism for
asylum requests and protection and the campaigns of regularization.

The Moroccan speakers, M. Abderrahim Kassou the representative of The
Moroccan Forum of Alternatives and Ms. Sara Soujar the representative of
GADEM, presented at the first session the regularization campaigns that
Morocco had started since 2013. They focused on the role played by the
Moroccan civil society organizations in accompanying the migrants and
making concrete propositions to the Makhzen. The discussions enabled
fruitful exchanges about the possibility of reproducing the Moroccan
experience in Tunisia and about the strategy that should be implemented in
order to make the work of the civil society organizations more effective.
Tunisia, as all of the South Mediterranean countries, should resist to the
policies of externalization of borders adopted by the EU and should promote
the idea of a migration policy more respectful of migrants’ rights. It is also
essential to take into consideration the administrative chaos that is the
reason why, students in particular, find themselves in an irregular situation.
The second session was dedicated to examining the situation of migrants
living in Tunisia by holding two workshops: the first was focused on the “the
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right to decent working conditions and to the liberty of association”, while
the second was about “the protection of the most vulnerable categories of
migrants”.

The protection of the most vulnerable categories of migrants (children,
women, suffering of disabilities, migrants suffering from chronic diseases,
addicts, LGBTQI community and ethnic minorities) was the theme debated in
the plenary session and in the two working groups about the protection of
women and minor migrants.

Children are considered to be particularly vulnerable in every stage of the
migration process.

The Third- part session was dedicated to improve the National Migration
Strategy, notably, on the progress report of the bill related to the right of
asylum in Tunisia.

The participants submitted recommendations to improve the situation of
the foreigners in Tunisia. Recommendations addressed four main concerns:
1. Enhancing the effectiveness of the civil society organizations’ actions
working in the field of migration.

2. General measures to be taken in favor of the migrants in Tunisia and all
the members of their families

3. Specific measures to be taken in favor of the foreign students in Tunisia
4. Recommendations in favor of the refugees and asylum seekers
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