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Executive summary

This research is presented in the context of the Tunisian Forum
for Economic and Social Rights’ endeavors to intensify studies
and research work in order to serve and advocate for migration
issues in Tunisia in light of the exacerbation of this phenomenon
as a result of several geographical, economic and political factors
with which Tunisia has gradually transformed from a country of
transit for migrants to a destination country they intend to settle
in, too.

This study concluded , from a field visit to the Reception and
Orientation Centre in Wardia, and through the collected
testimonies, dialogues and meetings that were conducted with a
number of migrants who were detained at different periods in the
centre and with a group of legal experts, lawyers and civil society
activists interested in the issue of migration, that Tunisia, despite
the increase in the number of immigrants to or through it,
especially Africans fleeing either from the horrors of war , the
miserable existence or the oppression of the regimes governing
their countries, still lacks any deep vision or approach to deal
with the phenomenon of migration with its multiple political,
humanitarian, economic, psychological and intellectual
dimensions and limits itself to a pure security approach that lacks
legal legitimacy and conflicts with the spirit of the constitution
and with the foundations of the rule of law and institutions, and
necessarily contradicts the international agreements and treaties
related to the protection of refugees, as well as its inability,
however, to find real and effective solutions to this phenomenon.

It can be said that the Reception and Orientation Centre of Wardia
represents a true reflection of the inability of the Tunisian
authorities to develop a clear national strategy with regard to the
phenomenon of migration or its unwillingness to do so. As
migrants are placed in this center in difficult circumstances and




kept without any legal basis or judicial justification before being
placed outside the Tunisian borders or forcibly deported to their
countries, and in the best cases they are pushed into leaving
Tunisian territory in the framework of implementing "voluntary
return" programs in cooperation especially with the International
Organization for Migration.

While Tunisia, like other countries of the world, has the right to
ensure that its national sovereignty, regional security and borders
are protected and endeavor to regulate the inflows of migrants
and set the terms of their stay , the exercise of this right with a
pure security approach that lacks a clear legal basis and does not
take into account the specificity of the fragile psychological,
social and economic situation of immigrants and the protection
and rights afforded and guaranteed to them by international
agreements and the duties they impose on states in dealing with
them, raises many questions about the role that Tunisia wants to
play in this field and about the image that it projects for itself.
Has it really become a "guardian of the borders of Europe" and "a
platform for sorting migrants to it" in light of the growing
restraint of European policies envisaged in this field, or is it doing
so to discourage migrants from thinking about Tunisia as an
alternative to the European territories that they no longer want to
receive them ?

In all cases, regardless of all political considerations, regional
balances and economic difficulties, Tunisia, the revolution and
the leader in the field of prevention of torture and other forms of
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and the
criminalization of violence against women and the elimination of
all forms of racial discrimination, Tunisia that ratified
international agreements and treaties related to the protection of
the rights of migrants and refugees cannot allow itself to continue
to deal with this sensitive case outside the law and in isolation
from respecting its international obligations whatever the strategic
options that it wishes to envisage in this regard.
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